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THE PRIME MINlSTER Monday, 20 July 2015

Dear Bill,

With the summer break almost upon us, I wanted to write to thank you for all your hard work over these
past weeks and for all you have done to get us off to such a strong start.

I am enormously proud to lead the first majority Conservative Government for nearly twenty years - a
Conservative Government that, less than 100 days in, is delivering so much. So as we return to our
constituencies this week, we will be able to speak up about all the things we said we would do at the
election, all the commitments we made, and all the commitments we are keeping in Government.

We promised we would cut the taxes of hardworking people, that we would raise the Personal
Allowance, and take the first steps to raise the 40p threshold - and that's exactly what our Summer
Budget did.

We promised we would reform our schools to tackle both failing and coasting schools - we have
published the Education and Adoption Bill that is going to make that difference.

We promised 30 hours of free child care a week for parents of young children - the Bill to achieve this
is already making its way through Parliament.

We promised that we would find £8 billion of funding [or our health service - we have committed that
money and can proudly say that the Conservatives are the true Party of the NHS.

We promised that we would be the Party of working people. We have gone over and above what we
promised at the election, and introduced for the first time in Britain the National Living Wage that will
be more than £9 by the end of this Parliament. We have also made good our pledge that no one working
30 hours a week for the Minimum Wage will pay any Income Tax at all.

We promised to create a fairer welfare system - the Summer Budget lowered the benefits cap to
£23,000 in London, and £20,000 outside, so that in our country work always pays.

We promised to help hardworking people realise the dream of owning a home of their own - by
extending Right to Buy to 1.3 million Housing Association tenants, and reinforcing our commitment to
build 200,000 Starter Homes, we are supporting first-time buyers and families right across the country.

We promised to take the family horn- out of Inheritance Tax - the Summer Budget did just that, raising
the effective threshold for the family home to £1 million by the end of the Parliament.

We promised an historic In-Out referendum on our future membership of the European Union. Our Bill
has already been published and has gone through its initial Commons stages. We can go back to our
constituencies and tell people that the referendum is on its way.

We promised to protect hardworking people from disruptive and undemocratic strike action - we have
published a Trade Union Bill that will make it harder for strikes to take place.

We promised economic competence - and with the deficit down by half, soon to be two thirds, and by
delivering a Summer Budget that will achieve an overall surplus before 2020, we are proving that it is
possible for Britain to live within its means and safeguard our future prosperity.



So we can talk about a Government that has hit the ground running, that is meeting its commitments,
and that is doing all the things we said we would do at the election. We promised security at every stage
of people's lives: more free childcare, better schools and training, more apprenticeships, more jobs,
more affordable homes, more of your own money to spend as you choose, and more dignity and
security in retirement. All of those things we said we would do - and we are well on the way to
achieving them.

Throughout it all, the Manifesto that we were elected on will be our guide to all that we do this
Parliament. We said we would provide security, and we will: the economic security of a country that
lives within its means; the financial security of lower taxes and a new National Living Wage; and the
national security of a country capable of defending itself and its values.

However, I have always believed that it is not just about getting the graphs to move in the right
direction, and it is not enough to be able to reel off a list of achievements. What matters is the type of
Govemment we seek to be.

On election night, I talked about leading a One Nation Government. These past weeks, we have shown
our colours by delivering a One Nation Budget, continuing to move Britain from a low wage, high tax,
high welfare economy; to a higher wage, lower tax and lower welfare society.

This unique combination of cutting business rates, reducing welfare, cutting taxes for working people,
and introducing the National Living Wage is the best po sible example of who we really are as
Conservatives. We are demonstrating how we are genuinely sharing the proceeds of growth and the
success of our economy with the hardworking people who have made the sacrifices to help achieve this.
We are showing that by being more radical, we can be more progressive.

It is also because we have managed our economy properly that we are able to do something that is deep
in the heart of every Conservative: restoring the pride, prestige, and standing of Britain in the world.
We are the only major country in the world who can say that we stand up for the world's poorest by
meeting our commitment on development spending, while also meeting our NATO defence spending
obligation of two per cent of our national income for the rest of this decade. No other major country
does this and as Conservatives, we can take enormous pride in that.

We couldn't have done this without your hard work and support. We have made the strongest of starts,
and hit the ground running in a determined and unified way. So I hope that you find time for a relaxing
and peaceful break over the summer, as well as continuing to serve your constituents, and come back
refreshed in September to continue the job that we have started, securing a better future for everyone in
Britain.

For now though, this comes with my heartfelt thanks for all your support, and my very best wishes.

Yours ever,

,.

Mr Bill Wiggin MP


