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Dear Bill,

I very much understand the devastating impacts that the flooding is having across the
country and I sympathise with the serious difficulties that people are facing, including
impacts on properties, business, transport and farmland
Significant work is currently being undertaken to prepare and respond to severe weather
where it hits. Thanks to a combined effort, over 1.3 million properties and 2,500 square
kilometres of farmland have been protected since December. The Environment Agency
continues to work day and night, alongside the emergency services. and other local
specialist agencies to get communities .ready for the bad weather. Local authorities are
being given immediate practical support from Government. This includes centralising the
control of sandbags, ordering additional temporary flood defences and ensuring that existing
defences are being shared and deployed where necessary. An additional 1,600 military
personnel are now on standby across the south and can be deployed rapidly if required.
In response to the recent flooding the Government is providing an additional £130 million to
secure critical defences across England before the next winter. This new money will allow
55 projects to begin construction in 2014-15 to protect more than 42,000 households, with
further plans in place to improve protection for at least 465,000 households by the end of
the decade. This spending is on top of the £2.4 billion that is already being spent on flood
defences over the four-year period 2010/11 - 2013/14, meaning that more is being spent on
flood risk management than ever before. Further to this from 2015/16 the Government is
investing £2.3 billion of capital, with further spending on top of this to be set out at the next
Spending Review.
Government is also taking action to help local authorities in England meet the immediate
costs associated with protecting lives and properties in response to the severe weather
events by changing the terms of the Bellwin Scheme.
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Some of these changes include: paying local authorities 100% of eligible costs above the
Bellwin Grant threshold, rather than the 85% currently permitted and extending the eligible
spending period for Bellwin claims until the end of March 2014. We are also reducing the
Bellwin threshold for all county councils and unitary authorities, and allowing upper tier
authorities with responsibility for fire to make separate claims for costs associated with fire,
alongside their other council activities. Currently 63 local authorities have signalled their
intention to submit a claim under the Bellwin Scheme. Further to this local authorities can
now apply to the £7m severe weather recovery fund, which will be issued shortly.
Businesses affected by the severe weather will be able to apply to HMRC's 'time to pay'
scheme and apply for interest and fee free loans provided by RBS and Natwest's £250m
'UK Storm Business Fund'. Furthermore all affected businesses will be able to apply to their
local authority to get 100% business rate relief for three months and will also get an extra
three months to pay the business taxes they owe to HMRC as they get back on their feet. A
£10 million fund for farmers to help restore water-logged fields back to farmable land as
quickly as possible is also being made available. This fund will be open for applications by
the end of February. Defra will announce further details and a single point of contact shortly.
For householders and businesses affected a £5,000 'Repair and Renew' grant is being
developed. This will top up any money received from insurers to ensure flood resilience is
built into homes and businesses as they are repaired. Department for Communities and
Local Government will be providing details on eligibility and how homes and businesses can
apply in due course.
After the floods of 2007, which claimed 13 lives, flooded 55,000 properties and devastated
parts of the country, Sir Michael Pitt was asked to carry out a review of the country's flood
defences. The Pitt Review made 92 recommendations, 91 of which were for Government.
Forty-four of these recommendations have already happened. The remaining five areas do
require full implementation, and are on schedule to be completed by the end of this year.
Nationally we will be reviewing all that has happened during the recent severe weather to
learn any lessons and identify if further improvements are necessary. These reviews have
started and Oliver Letwin, the Minister for Government Policy will report back to the Prime
Minister in due course.
If anyone feels their life is in danger, or if people have been injured, they should call 999
immediately. For general advice and information on flooding they should call the Floodline
number (0345 9881199). If anyone is worried about their safety or property but their life is
not in danger they should contact their local authority who will be able to advise them
further. With further heavy rain forecast the weather may affect further housing in the
coming days. With this risk it is important that members of the public continue to follow the
advice of the emergency services and the Environment Agency in those areas at risk.
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